


Dogs on School Site Policy
For the safety and wellbeing of the school community, Ysgol Penrhyn New Broughton C. P. has decided that dogs are not permitted on the school premises at any time, except in the case of assistance dogs.
Assistance dogs may enter the premises only when they are being used to support a person with a visual impairment or disability. The school will take all reasonably practicable steps to accommodate the use of an assistance dog in accordance with its duties under the Equality Act 2010.
For the purposes of this policy, an assistance dog is defined as one that has been specifically trained to support a disabled person and has been formally qualified by an organisation registered as a member of Assistance Dogs (UK).
Legal Framework
This policy takes full account of all relevant legislation and statutory guidance, including but not limited to:
• Equality Act 2010
This policy should be read alongside the following school policies:
· Complaints Procedures Policy

· Behaviour Policy

· Equality, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion Policy

· School and Site Security Policy
Roles and Responsibilities
The Governing Board is responsible for:
· Ensuring that the school’s policies and procedures comply with all obligations under equalities legislation.

· Reviewing and approving this policy with the headteacher when required.
The headteacher is responsible for:
· Communicating to parents that the school operates a strict no-dog policy on its premises, excluding assistance dogs.

· Contacting the police or the LA Dog Warden, where necessary.

· Approving notifications from a parent regarding the need of an assistance dog on the school premises, e.g. when collecting their child.

· Managing complaints in line with the Complaints Procedures Policy.
All staff members are responsible for: 
· Reminding parents and visitors of the school’s policy where appropriate.

· Reporting any issues to the headteacher. 
Parents and visitors are responsible for:
· Adhering to this policy and not bringing their dog on to the school premises. 

· Notifying the school in advance when an assistance dog needs to be brought on to the school premises to allow the school to make suitable preparations. 

· Raising any queries or complaints with the headteacher.
Pick-up and drop-off times
When dropping off or picking up their children at school, parents will not bring their dog on to the school premises at any time. This includes if the dog is tied up and left unattended at the school gates. 
If a parent walks their dog to and from school, the school will ask that they always keep the dog on a lead near the school premises to ensure staff and pupils feel comfortable when arriving and leaving.
If a member of staff sees or is made aware of a parent who has brought a dog on to the school premises, the parent will be asked politely to leave.
If a parent requires the use of an assistance dog on the school premises at any time, they will contact the headteacher to notify them of their need to allow the school time to prepare and make any reasonable adjustments where necessary.
Members of the public 
The school will publicly display signs making it clear that dogs are not allowed on the premises. 
Any dog walkers will be asked to leave. 
If there are any issues, e.g. the member of the public refuses to leave, the headteacher will contact the police and/or the LA Dog Warden. 
The school will consider taking legal action against members of the public causing a nuisance or disturbance by exercising animals in such a way as to disturb the normal running of the school. 
If a dog appears on the school premises without an owner, the headteacher will contact the LA Dog Warden
Reasons why dogs are not allowed.
Safety:  Schools are for children, and even well-behaved dogs can become unpredictable around large groups of excited children, posing a risk of bites or scratches. 
Allergies and phobias: Many students and staff have allergies or phobias related to dogs, which can be triggered by their presence or even by lingering hair. 
Hygiene: There is a risk of dog mess on the school grounds, which is a health hazard. 
Distraction: The presence of a dog can be a significant distraction from the learning environment.

Complaints
Any complaints from parents about the school’s No Dogs on School Premises Policy will be handled in line with the Complaints Procedures Policy.
We will promote this policy through reminders in the school newsletters and signs on the school site. 




